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March - in like a lion, out like a lamb? 
 

Welcome to our March newsletter. The Farmers' Almanac suggests that if the weather at the 
start of March is bad (roaring like a lion), then the month should end with gentle weather (go out 
like a lamb). We certainly had some snow in Wiltshire at the start of the month, but it was short-
lived and there is sense of spring in the air. We hope you're getting out and about around our 
beautiful county this month. 
 

Update from our chair, Anne Henshaw 
 

Local News 

The recent decision to grant planning permission for an energy from waste facility at 
Westbury was very disappointing. Andrew Murrison MP is concerned and looking into the 
reasons for the decision, while consulting on next steps. 
 
Southwick, always under threat from Trowbridge expansion, had a recent triple round of 
applications. One application was granted outline permission, one was given full permission 
and one application was rejected. Archaeology was the saviour in that case. 
 
The south and west of Trowbridge is under constant pressure despite having done more 
than their fair share of delivering new housing. Housing density has already reached the 
level that infrastructure can sustainably support. Trowbridge and the wider area is a good 
example of a lack of integrated transport and housing planning over the past decades 
creating a featureless and unworkable town. 
 
A solar farm was granted permission to the south of Chippenham on 200 acres at Forest 
Gate on the A4. This will start an urbanising creep of the town along the A4. The battle over 
Chippenham’s expansion south and west will really take off this autumn when Wiltshire 
Council publishes its submission document of the new Local Plan at Regulation 19 stage. 
 
The long-awaited detailed Strategic Study, started in early 2022, for National Highways by 
the M4 to Dorset coast Connectivity Study group (expected shortly), is rumoured to report 
that the project will encounter too many environmental issues to make it justifiable. This 
means no blanket duelling of the A350, but still a push to connector roads and bypasses. 
The aim behind the study was to improve “connectivity between M4 and Dorset coast”. 
 
 

Wider News 
 
Discussion around energy sources for providing alternatives to fossil fuels is widening. With 
venture capital companies interested in investing in huge areas for battery storage units, this 
new form of planning threat is very real. They should go on brownfield sites, preferably in 
urban areas, (car parks or industrial sites) not on agricultural land. Pressure to install solar 
panels on all new housing development and on the enormous warehouses and logistics 
sheds being thrown up at highway intersections should be increased and be mandatory. 
CPRE and other groups are lobbying the government on this. Installation of heat pumps in 



new developments instead of gas boilers is now a serious discussion and one net zero 
village has already been built in the West Midlands. 
 

New road schemes 
 
With the Welsh government announcing radical reductions in its road building programme, 
Westminster should take note and follow suit. Some National Highways projects are already 
being downgraded or removed. 
 

Good news for cycling and walking 
 
Active Travel England has now been made a statutory consultee for planning applications 
and Sustrans is lobbying at select committee level for the organisation to have the same 
status. 
 

Best Kept Village Competition 2023 

A reminder that this year's Best Kept Village Competition is now open for entries. 
 
We'll need entries by 21 April, and anyone in the village can enter. It doesn't have to be led 
by the Parish Council (although we suggest you let the Parish Council know that you are 
entering the village). 
 
There is more information on our website on the button below. We would love you to take 
part! 
 
 

 
 
 

Waiting for spring 
 

Out among the shifting soil of the muddied fields and the zigzag cross-

currents of rain, my father’s ghost is following the lambs, catching their 

breath on his hands.' 

Davina Quinliven is a writer, filmmaker and academic whose book Shalimar: A Story of 
Place and Migration (Little Toller Books, £16), a blend of nature writing, memoir and magic 
realism, is out now. 
 
A version of this article was originally published in CPRE’s award-winning magazine, 
Countryside Voices. 
 

 
 
 

Ways to support us 
 
Volunteer, donate or become a Member of CPRE if you aren't already 

More info  

Read more  

https://gpoooy.clicks.mlsend.com/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM3NTg0OSxcImxcIjo4MzUyNDk2NDU3NDAzNzAxMCxcInJcIjo4MzUyNTAyNTE1MDI3MjcyMH0iLCJzIjoiOGZiZGFiNzk2NTEwYWMxYyJ9
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https://gpoooy.clicks.mlsend.com/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM3NTg0OSxcImxcIjo4MzUyNDk2NDU4MDMyODQ2NyxcInJcIjo4MzUyNTAyNTE1MDI3MjcyMH0iLCJzIjoiZTQ2MDRhZGQwNzEyZTJhYSJ9
https://gpoooy.clicks.mlsend.com/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM3NTg0OSxcImxcIjo4MzUyNDk2NDU4MDMyODQ2NyxcInJcIjo4MzUyNTAyNTE1MDI3MjcyMH0iLCJzIjoiZTQ2MDRhZGQwNzEyZTJhYSJ9
https://gpoooy.clicks.mlsend.com/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM3NTg0OSxcImxcIjo4MzUyNDk2NDU4MDMyODQ2NyxcInJcIjo4MzUyNTAyNTE1MDI3MjcyMH0iLCJzIjoiZTQ2MDRhZGQwNzEyZTJhYSJ9
https://gpoooy.clicks.mlsend.com/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM3NTg0OSxcImxcIjo4MzUyNDk2NDU5NzEwNTY4NSxcInJcIjo4MzUyNTAyNTE1MDI3MjcyMH0iLCJzIjoiYzIzZjlhYWRmNTg3MDFiOCJ9
https://gpoooy.clicks.mlsend.com/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM3NTg0OSxcImxcIjo4MzUyNDk2NDU4MDMyODQ2NyxcInJcIjo4MzUyNTAyNTE1MDI3MjcyMH0iLCJzIjoiZTQ2MDRhZGQwNzEyZTJhYSJ9
https://gpoooy.clicks.mlsend.com/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM3NTg0OSxcImxcIjo4MzUyNDk2NDU4MDMyODQ2NyxcInJcIjo4MzUyNTAyNTE1MDI3MjcyMH0iLCJzIjoiZTQ2MDRhZGQwNzEyZTJhYSJ9
https://gpoooy.clicks.mlsend.com/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM3NTg0OSxcImxcIjo4MzUyNDk2NDU5NzEwNTY4NSxcInJcIjo4MzUyNTAyNTE1MDI3MjcyMH0iLCJzIjoiYzIzZjlhYWRmNTg3MDFiOCJ9
https://gpoooy.clicks.mlsend.com/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM3NTg0OSxcImxcIjo4MzUyNDk2NDU5NzEwNTY4NSxcInJcIjo4MzUyNTAyNTE1MDI3MjcyMH0iLCJzIjoiYzIzZjlhYWRmNTg3MDFiOCJ9
https://gpoooy.clicks.mlsend.com/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM3NTg0OSxcImxcIjo4MzUyNDk2NDU5NzEwNTY4NSxcInJcIjo4MzUyNTAyNTE1MDI3MjcyMH0iLCJzIjoiYzIzZjlhYWRmNTg3MDFiOCJ9
https://gpoooy.clicks.mlsend.com/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM3NTg0OSxcImxcIjo4MzUyNDk2NDU5NzEwNTY4NSxcInJcIjo4MzUyNTAyNTE1MDI3MjcyMH0iLCJzIjoiYzIzZjlhYWRmNTg3MDFiOCJ9


 
 

     
 
 
 

Volunteer update 

 
We are delighted that 

Anthony Cohen is joining 

CPRE Wiltshire as 

Treasurer and would like to 

thank Andrew Longland for 

his services as Treasurer in 

the recent past. We are 

always looking for more 

volunteers. Click here for 

details. 

Donate in memory 

 
By leaving a donation in 

memory, you can 

commemorate the life of a 

loved one by celebrating 

their cherished memories of 

the English countryside. 

March is free wills month. 

Start your free wills here. 

Become a Member 

 
If you're reading this and 

you're not a Member, 

consider joining us. 

Benefits include discounted 

entry to more than 100 

attractions, our popular 

magazine and 10% off at 

Cotswold Outdoor. Click 

here for details. 
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